
30th June 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

The Duke of Edinburgh's Gold Award 2022-2023
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, sometimes referred to as DofE, is an internationally recognised award that
rewards young people's achievements and commitment to causes. We are delighted to be running the Gold D of E
Award for our Year 12 students this year.

Students aged 16 and above can apply for Gold. More information about the award can be found here:
http://www.dofe.org/what-is-dofe

The award is made up of five areas and is designed to promote independence in young people. Participants will be
required to learn a new skill, engage in physical activity and volunteer in the local community and take part in a
residential activity. Students must source these opportunities themselves (with guidance from you and the DofE
leader) and record evidence of the ongoing completion of these activities. The expedition phase of the programme
is organised in school with the expedition team and is carried out in the summer term under the leader's
supervision.  Students will be required to trek in ‘wild’ areas and camp overnight.

The registration fee of £350 includes the cost of registering your child's account with DofE Head Office, all
certificates and badges, website logins and record books, hire of school kit, such as tents and cooking equipment,
all in-school training sessions, all campsite fees and additional accommodation and some travel costs and the cost
of hiring an accredited DofE assessor for the expedition assessment at the end of the programme. The registration
fee is non-refundable.

To enrol your child onto the scheme, please complete the online application form via the link found later in this
letter.

In addition to the registration fee, there are further cost implications to undertaking the award and you should be
aware of these before signing up to complete a DofE award. Examples of additional expenses include; some
transport to and from the expedition destination, food for the expeditions, personal kit (waterproofs, rucksacks,
boots etc), the cost of conducting skill, physical or volunteering activities and the cost of repairing damage to any
hired equipment.

There is financial assistance available to support students that meet specific criteria, for whom these additional
expenses might prohibit them from enrolling on the DofE award. There is also the facility to offer support for the
registration fee for those who may find paying the full fee problematic. If you would like to enquire about this
assistance, please contact me directly for more information.

http://www.dofe.org/what-is-dofe


Any student undertaking a DofE award will be required to attend a training session after school once a week to
train for the expedition and record evidence of their independent activities. We will also organise occasional after
school navigational activities which will take place in the local area. They will also be required to attend an
overnight training expedition in March (provisional date 11th-12th March 2023, a practice expedition in April
(provisional date 20th to 22nd April 2023)

The proposed, as yet provisional dates, for the assessed Gold expedition next year are Thursday 13th July to
Monday 17th July 2023.

Please ensure you and your child are free on these dates prior to signing up to the DofE award scheme as these are
compulsory components of the award. However, please be aware these dates are subject to change. More specific
details about the expeditions will be sent out closer to the date.

Should your child wish to undertake the Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold award, your support and encouragement will be
vital to allow the development of independence, maturity and confidence through the scheme.
If you consent to your child taking part in the DofE Award, please indicate this consent using the link here. This
link is also available on the home page of our website (www.beverleyj6.co.uk)

Once the form is completed, further instructions will be provided via email regarding arrangements for the payment
of the registration fee; all payments should be made via your ParentPay account. There is an option to pay the
registration fee in instalments - please inform me of your wish to pay in instalments when completing the
application form. The deadline for Gold applications is Friday 23rd September 2022.

On the online application form, you will find a section asking for relevant medical conditions and allergies. Please
complete this in as much detail as possible to inform me of any medical issues I need to be aware of as their leader
in outdoor situations over the coming year. Please disclose any medical conditions or food allergies that affect your
child so I can ensure they are safe and secure at all times during their DofE activities. Even minor ailments can
cause major problems when in the wilderness, so please disclose the details even if you feel it may not be relevant.
All disclosures will be handled discreetly and kept strictly confidential.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the school.

Yours faithfully

Clare Gardiner

Head of 6th Form and Gold D of E Leader
c.gardiner@beverleyj6.co.uk

https://forms.gle/CvU62wDUKtRNsfz87
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